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Welcome to our
newsletter where we
highlight some of our
most recent projects.
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We hope that you enjoy
your golf in 2011 and maybe
get a chance to play on
some of our courses.
Remember……..
“We borrowed golf from
Scotland as we borrowed
whiskey. Not because it is

Metropolitan Golf Club

Scottish, but because it is
good.”

The past year was relatively quiet for us as the recession and the global decline in golf
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course design and construction finally hit home in South Africa. We have not been idle
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and have decided expanded our focus into Africa. We visited two potential projects in
Nigeria but unfortunately, in reality, the possibility of securing a commission is slim. On
the other hand we have been successful in securing the redesign and upgrading of the
Nchanga Golf Club in the Zambian copperbelt.

UPDATE ON METROPOLITAN GOLF CLUB
Our main project that we reported on in our last news letter, Metropolitan Golf Club, was
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opened in April of 2010 and has been very well received by the members and visitors
alike.
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As with all projects the availability of water was a concern and part of the plan was for
the City of Cape Town to redirect perennial streams off Table Mountain to the golf course
and the Green Point Common. This was a major project for the City and with another dry
Cape summer looming, the first water was delivered to the golf course before Christmas.

Metropolitan Golf Club has always had some of the best greens in Cape Town and the
reason is often given that it is because they used potable water for irrigation. The new
pipeline is a bonus for the club as it will deliver clean mountain water to the golf course at
a fraction of the price of the potable water.
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UPCOMING PROJECTS

EAST LONDON GOLF CLUB

REDESIGN OF NCHANGA GOLF CLUB— ZAMBIA

We continued our improvements
to East London Golf Club in
preparation for the Africa Open in
January 2011 with a few small
projects carried out by Cape Turf
Consultants.
Improvements were made to the
following holes:
5th Regrading of fairway
6th Regrading of fairway
and green surrounds
14th Construction of new
fairway bunker
15th Construction of support
mounding
18th Construction of new tee
complex
Practice Area:
Reconstruction of putting
green

Nchanga Golf Club is situated in Chingola, Northern Zambia close to the DRC border.
This is the copperbelt region of Zambia and the Nchanga Copper Mine is reportedly
the biggest open cast mine in the Southern Hemisphere.

In the 1979 September issue of Golf Digest Magazine, Nchanga was ranked 14th best
course in the world outside of the USA and was bracketed between Ballybunion (13th )
and Walton Heath (15th). It is interesting to note that 31 years on, in a recent unofficial
ranking of golf courses outside of America, Ballybunion had improved their position to
8th while Walton Heath had dropped to 34th. Sadly, Nchanga did not feature.

“We don’t find too many memorable photographic scenes on some of the older classic
designs. This is because they were designed to be played rather than photographed.”
-Tom Fazio, golf architect

The condition of the new greens
improves from year to year and
East London continues to enhance
its reputation as one of the top 20
golf courses in South Africa (rated
16 by Golf Digest)
Typical bunker style at Nchanga

Nchanga Golf Club was established in 1936 and golf was first played on the current 18
hole layout in 1946. Despite extensive research it is unclear who designed the golf
course, although it is obvious that whoever was responsible for the design was very
Regrading the 6th fairway
East London GC

BOSCH HOEK GOLF CLUB

competent in his trade.
The golf course is owned by Konkola Copper Mines Plc (KCM) and after the golf course
had fallen into a state of disrepair the company requested an audit of the golf course.

Another interesting golf course
where we did some consulting
work with Gary Barker was Bosch
Hoek in the Natal Midlands. The
golf course was designed by Bob
Grimsdell who was probably
South Africa’s best golf course
architect. The course, which
opened in 1963, is situated in a
magnificent parkland setting and
the layout makes good use of the
land and natural contours.

The audit recommendations will serve as a starting point for the Client to identify and
prioritise golf course projects in order to restore of the golf course to its former glory.
Mark Wiltshire and Mark Müller travelled to Chingola, Zambia and inspected the golf
course and club operation on 2nd and 3rd of March 2010 to review the current status of
the golf course, and to assess the potential for any improvements.

The draft audit was submitted to the client and a follow up meeting was arranged in
Zambia during August 2010. Another detailed site inspection was made and meetings
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BRYANSTON GOLF CLUB
We continue to consult with the
Bryanston Golf Club who have
made vast improvements to the
golf course in the last few years.
Their main project for last year
was the reconstruction of the
11th Tee which was too small
and aligned in the wrong
direction. In addition the tee
was being eroded by the water
course which was forced to flow
under the tee. The water course
has been rerouted to protect the
tee and the tee has been
realigned and enlarged
significantly.

The 4th hole at Nchanga Golf Club— Zambia

were held with golf club and KCM representatives, as well as architects and engineers to
gain more clarity on certain issues.On the basis of the audit KCM decided to go ahead
with the 6 month project which will start in early 2011. The project includes the
reconstruction of the 14th hole as well as reconstruction and construction of new bunkers
and the installation of a new irrigation system and pump station. The Nchanga Golf Club
has always been highly regarded and on the basis of the upgrade the Sunshine Tour have
agreed to stage the 2011 Zambian Open at Nchanga.

11th Hole tee complex
Bryanston CC

ZIMBALI COUNTRY ESTATE
KUILSRIVER GOLF CLUB
We reported on this project in
our previous newsletter but as is
symptomatic of our legislation
in the Western Cape the golf
course has been held up by red
tape and is now possibly only
due to start later in the year. In
conjunction with the proposed
residential estate development
on the borders of Kuilsriver Golf
Club, the course will receive an
extension and upgrade. Namely,
the construction of 7 new holes
and reconstruction of 11
existing holes.

Zimbali has a very distinctive deep bunker style with sand flashed up and they are having
problems with inconsistency in the bunkers. We have visited them on 2 occasions and
have filed reports in conjunction with Gary Barker, regarding reconstruction of the
bunkers. We see similar problems around the country on a regular basis and the main
problems are as follows:
1.

Erosion

At Zimbali various forces of nature such as wind and rainfall erode the bunkers and cause
the bunker sand to become dislodged and wash down the steep faces. In addition to the
above, there is a healthy population of rabbits and cane rats that are aggravating the
problem by coming out onto the golf course at night, and feeding on the grass on the
bunker edges. This causes more erosion which sometimes results in the edges collapsing.
2.

Contamination

Contamination of the bunker sand is mainly a result of the water erosion although the
other 2 above mentioned factors also contribute. Once the sub base of the bunker is
exposed and water (irrigation or rainfall) comes into direct contact with the underlying
Rendering of the 7th Hole
Kuilsriver G.C.

sub base it is susceptible to erosion and the red clay is washed off the face, mixed
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with the bunker sand and deposited in the bunker base. When the bunker maintenance

ROYAL JOHANNESBURG & crew arrive they shovel or rake the bunker sand back up the face and the cycle starts again.
KENSINGTON GOLF CLUB

Rendering of proposed putting green
Royal Johannesburg & Kensington G.C.

Royal Johannesburg &
Kensington Golf Club are
currently busy with a major
upgrade of the club house. This
has had a major impact on the
area in front of the club house in
particular the practice putting
green. We worked with the club
to redesign the putting green to
fit in with the new club house
and the construction work for
the new 900m2 green was
recently completed by GolfTek
(Servest).
Royal Johannesburg &
Kensington Golf Club hosted the
Jo Burg Open again this year and
the East course continues to
hold its place in the top 10
courses in South Africa (rated 7

Typical bunker style at Zimbali

3.

Drainage

The bunker sand on its own is a free draining material however, once it is mixed with the
fine clay particles, its drainage capacity starts to diminish. The bunker sand compacts, will
not dry out uniformly and this leads to inconsistency in terms of maintenance and
playability.

4.

Consistency

The most important factor in terms of bunker playability is consistency. Unfortunately when
new bunker sand is continually being contaminated with red clay particles this is impossible
to achieve. All bunkers are maintained in the same manner however due to the
contamination of the sand, some bunkers will drain slower and tend to be wetter and firmer
than others. This results in complaints from golfers and frustration for the maintenance

OFF THE COURSE
Mark finished 2nd in the Bronze
Class in the supercar series at
Killarney.
Grant got married to Michelle
and baby Ryley was born on the
21st January.

crew.

This vicious cycle is not unique to Zimbali and can be avoided by proper construction
methods and materials.

WEBSITE
Late last year we decided to
eventually develop a website.
Grant worked with Origin
Solutions and did a fantastic job
and we are very proud of the
results. Please visit us at
www.golfarchitect.co.za

“The golf architect is not at all concerned with chastising bad play. On the contrary, it is his
business to arrange the field of play as to stimulate interest, and hence, the province of
hazards is to chasten the too ambitious.” MAX BEHR

